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“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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METHODISM ts. UNIVERSALISM. 

The following Letter was written by Mr. Thatch- 
er, a Methodist clergyman in Newark, (N. J.) and 
addressed to Mr. Baldwin, a member of the Me- 
thodist church at that place. Mr. Thatcher’s letter 
is somewhat remarkable for liberality, in requesting 
Mr. B. to continue with the church, notwithstand- 
ing his belief in a contrary doctrine ; as well as for 
the variety of saviours mentioned. In the first 
place, Mr. Thatcher says, “J want to save your soul.” 
He then declares that Jesus Christ is the “only 
Saviour of men.” Then he considers experiment- 
al religion as the only saviour! We will not refrain 
from expressing an opinion, that if “Jesus Christ, 
the only Saviour of men,” will save Mr. Baldwin, he 
may safely dispense altogether with Mr. Thatcher’s 
assistance. If Jesus Christ will not save Mr B., we 
believe any salvation Mr. T. can afford him, will 
profit him little. Mr. B.’s condition, on the whole, 
looks favourable; for Mr. T. has the will to save 
him, and God has the powers consequently, if Goa’s 
love for him is equal to Mr. T.’s, he will most as- 
suredly be saved ! 

Here follows the 


LETTER. 
Saturday, Sept. 18, 1824. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 


I this day called to converse with you, but there 
was no opportunity by reason of your customers ; I 
returned and fell on my knees on your behalf, and 
now commit a word of advice to writing. I was un- 
willing to believe that you was really of Universa- 
lian sentiments, till information from different per- 
sons with whom you had spoken frankly on the 
subject dissolved the doubt, and as you are one of 
my charge, I must answer to my Judge for my care 
of the flock: this is to beg you in love to be silent 
on those opinions, wherein you differ from the doc- 
trines of the church of which you are a member, 
and abide by her discipline. This is requested 
in hope that you may continue with us, also that 
you may awake out of the snare of the Devil, and 
recover from your present state to the enjoyment of 
religion as in your better days, when the candle of 
the Lord shone upon your mind. By this remark 
you will see, that I consider it impossible for you to 
prosper in religion, and hold such opinions. 

Yours is no new case, and therefore my course of 
duty is plain before my face. I want to save your 
soul, if possible ; for I consider it in imminent dan- 
ger of being lost for ever. I do not wish any debate, 
nor to hear your arguments in favour of Universal- 
ism; for no soul was ever even reformed from vice 
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while he believed it, much less could he be convert- 
ed to our Lord Jesus Christ the only Saviour of 
men; and every abettor of such opinions thereby 
becomes hostile to all experimental religion, which 
is the only religion whereby we can be saved. I had 
a hint of your sentiments before you resigned your 
class, and knowing the miserable state of the class,* 
I was glad that you resigned, and I trust the class 
now prospers better. I beg you to consider your 
state, and notice the bad effects of the poison that 
you have taken, and seek the only cure the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
Your affectionate brother, W. THATCHER. 
Mr. Aaron Baldwin. 

P. S. I hope you will not delay to call and see 
me; you may find me at home this evening. I love 
your precious soul, and love you as a brother in the 
church, and this is the reason of my present atten- 
tion to you. When you was returned to brother 
Speer’s class, I mentioned that you was under some 
temptations about Universalism, and begged him, 
as he was better acquainted with you, to kindly 
strive to save you from error; and had you not been 
disputing on the subject I should have hoped that 
you had surmounted these temptations, 

—z-—- 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
The writer of the following is aware of its imper- 
fection; but having on hand several accounts of 

Mr. Winchester which have never been publish- 

ed, he takes this method of preserving them. 

The account of Winchester’s family, and of himself 

till the time of his beginning to preach, is gathered 
mostly from conversations with his sister and the 
reports of the neighbourhood ; of his life, from 
the commencement of his ministry till 1778, and 
even Jater, the Parson John Leland, at the writer’s 
request, kindly furnished a very particular nar- 
rative; of his conversion to Universalism, the 
relation is drawn principally from Winchester’s 
own account, prefixed to the second edition of 
his Dialogues; the Parson Abner Kneeland for- 
warded what information he could collect in 
Philadelphia concerning his residence in that 
city, and of the Universalist Society there during 
that period; Vidler, in his Lafe of Winchester, 
has given an account of his departure for Europe, 
of his residence in England, and return to Ameri- 
ca; the remainder of the narrative is collected 
from Vidler, and from various other sources. 





* Of the class here mentioned Mr. B. had charge about 
three months, and when he first met them he was informed 
there were so few attended that they had not had regular 
class for some weeks ; and for some weeks after there was 
but three or four atteaded! 
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Life OF MR. ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 

The family of Winchester, in this country, is de- 
rived from a Mr. Winchester who came to Boston 
or its Vicinity, several generations ago, from Flint- 
shire, in the North of Wales. Mr. Elhanan Win- 
chester’s father (his name-was also Elhanan) was the 
third in descent from that ancestor. 
small farm in Brookline, (Mass.) on which he con- 
trived to support a very numerous family, by the 
double employment of agriculture and shoemaking ; 
to which he occasionally added that of preaching, 
without pecuniary compensation. Being an admirer 
of the celebrated Whitfield, he united with a small 
company of New-Lights in his neighbourhood, 
among whom he was distinguished for his zeal and 


He owned a 


influence, and chosen deacon. After having been 
successively a New-Light, a Baptist, and a Univer- 
salist, he died among the Shakers, at Harvard, 
(Mass.) in 1810, aged 91. He was three times mar- 
ried; and by two of his wives had filteen children, 
ten sons and five daughters, of whom the eldest was 
Elhanan. 

Mr. Elhanan Winchester was born at Brookline, 
in 1751. Like most of the family, he had, when 
young, some peculiarity of way and appearance 
which showed him not designed for a man of the 
world, and denoted a contemplative mind, and an 
insulated disposition. His early awkwardness proved, 
perhaps, favourable to his genius; as by denying a 
ready reception in common society, it drove him to 
the resources of his own mind. Nor does it appear, 
in his case, to have had its usnal effect, of souring the 
disposition by the neglect it incurs; for I am told 
that even in childhood he gave indications of his 
distinguishing mildness of temper,* and that as he 
grew up, he was considered the peace-imaker of his 
associates. 

At the age of five, it is said, he was called a good 
reader. His taste for study was soon observed by 
the neighbourhood ; and at school, he sometimes 
astonished his instructers by the suddenness of bis 
acquirements. His opportunity for education, how- 
ever, was small. It was his father’s rule to afford 
the children only a winter’s schooling, each year, 
till they arrived at the age of sixteen; yet with this 
slight advantage, Elhanan added some acquaintance 
with the Latin to the branches taught in common 
district schools. Books of all kinds that fell in his 
way, were read with avidity ; but the Bible was his 
favourite. So readily could he recite, especially 
from this book, that common report says he was 
early looked on by his acquaintance, as a prodigy 
for his knowledge of the scriptures and strength of 
memory. His memory was certainly prodigious, 
and may be said, without disparagement, to have 
been Ins greatest talent. 

The fanaticism of the sect among whom he was 
breught up, naturally cherished and increased the 





* Mr. Vidler, on the contrary, states, on the authority, he 
says, of Winchester himself, that “ when young, he was so 
passionate and obstinate a temper that it was dangerous to 
contradict or thwart him in any thing ; his paroxysms of an- 
ger were akin to madness.” Mr. Winchester’s sister, how- 
ever, gives me a very different character of his temper when 
young ; and I have followed her account, as she appears 


enthusiasm, to which his constitutional tempera 
ment was perhaps predisposed. In his nineteenth 
year (in the spring or summer of 1770) he under- 
went what was called by the New-Lights then, and 
by the orthodor now, conviction and conversion 
Soon after, (in the autumn of 1770) he began preach- 
ing lectures at his father’s house and in the vicinity, 
without making the usual profession of religion, or 
joining any church. But hearing of a revival in 
Canterbury, (Con.) he visited that place, and was 
there baptized by Elder Ebenezer Lyon, and ad- 
mitted into his church. This was a Baptist church, 
but on the plan of open communion, and of Anti- 
How long he tarried here 
is not known; but before the next spring he re- 
moved with his wife* to Rehoboth, (Mass.) where 
he spent the year 1771, and in its vicinity. His 
youth, his extraordinary memory, his eloquence 
and apparent zeal, together with his coarse and sin- 
gular dress, excited much interest, and drew multi- 
tudes to his meetings. A revival followed; a church 
of about seventy members was gathered on the plan 
of that at Canterbury, and he was ordained over it, 
by Elder Lyon. In less than a year, however, Mr. 
Winchester adopted the plan of close communion ; 
to which his church so far practically assented, as to 
exclude him for breach of covenant. During the 
commotion which this affair produced at Rehoboth, 
he took a journey into New-Hampshire and Ver- 
mont; and on returning, stopped at Grafton, (Mass.) 
where he preached to the astonishment of the few 
who attended. When arrived at Rehoboth, finding 
the difficulties had not subsided, he called a Coun- 
cil to mediate between him and his church. The 
result was, the council declared that he had left an 
error to embrace the truth ; and the people declared 
Accordingly Mr. Winchester then 
joined the Baptist church in Bellingham, (Mass.) of 
which Elder Noah Alden was minister. About this 
time he renounced his Arminian} sentiments, avow- 
ed the system of the celebrated Baptist, Dr. Gill, 
and soon became considered one of the most tho- 
rough Calvinist preachers in the country. 

At the request of his friends in Grafton, he re- 
moved thither early in the year 1772, and preached 
there through the Summer. About thirty in the 
adjoining parts of Grafton, Upton and Northbridge, 
made a profession of religion, among whom were 
Mr. Zephaniah Laithe, afterwards a Universalist 
minister, and several who became preachers of va- 
riots denominations. From this town Mr. Win- 
chester soon removed to Hull, a peninsular about 9 
miles East of Boston, of a scanty population; and 
spent a year 1773, and the former part of 1774, 
there and in sundry other places. 

Since the beginning of his ministerial career, he 
had often preached in his native town, and with 
considerable success. His father became a Baptist, 
most of the New-Light congregation followed him; 


Calvinistic sentiments. 


the contrary. 





* He married his first wife at Brookline, in 1770, before 
he began one She had been, for some years, an in- 
mate in his father’s family. 


+ His sentiments were, I think, those of the ancient rather 
than modern Arminians ; which was, at that time, the case 





confident of its truth 


with a large nuinber of the Baptist churches in the country. 
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length established at Newton, in the vicinity. 

In the autumn of 1774, he set out for the South- 
ern states. Arrived at Hopewell, (N. J.) he was 
inoculated for the small pox; and on recovering 
proceeded to Charlestown, (S. C,) where he soon 
received an invitation from an old respectable Bap- 
tist church at Welch Neck, on the great Pee Dee 
river, about sixty miles from Georgetown. Con- 
cluding to settle here, he returned, after a few 
months, to Massachusetts for his wife. It was not, 
however, till the next October, (1775) that they 
were ready to begin their removal; and when they 
reached Fairfax county in Virginia, Mrs. Winches- 
ter was obliged to stop on account of ill health. 
Leaving her in the care of a friend, he proceeded, 
and spent the winter at Welsh Neck ; but returned, 
the next April, (1776) to see his lady and conduct 
her to their home. She was in her grave. 

Instead of going back to South Carolina, as he 
had designed, he corltinued his journey to New- 
England ; and during the summer supplied at the 
First Baptist church in Boston, for the Parson Dr. 
Stillman, who was at Philadelphia. Some time in 
the summer, he married Miss Sarah Peck of Reho- 
both; and in the fall set out with her for Welsh 
Neck. His return to his people was followed with 
a revival, and about forty were baptized, among 
whom was Mrs. Winchester. In less than a year, 
she died; and he himself was soon afterwards seized 
with a fever that brought him to the verge of the 
grave. Mr. Winchestgr says that till this affliction, 
he had felt longings for popular applause ; but that 
now, to use his own words, he was crucified to it for 
ever. In the beginning of the year 1778, he married 
his third wife, Sally Luke, a woman of an excellent 
temper, for whom he appears to have entertained 
great affection. 

(To be continued.) 


——<—p>— 

TO MISSIONARY SCHEMERS, AND AD- 
VOCATES OF PROUD CLERGYMEN, 
GREETING: 

Men and Brethren, seeing that you verify the 
truth of the Scriptures, in making your proselytes 
two-fold more the children of Hell (or darkness) 
than they were before, we are constrained to ad- 
dress you, and to offer you some honest advice at 
this critical juncture. You must be aware, gentle- 
men, that your ministers or priests, are waxing 
prouder and prouder. Your expenses for the support 
of priests, and building and ornamenting Churches, 
as they are called, are increasing, and the Heathen, 
in despite of all your well meant endeavours, are 
Heathen still. 

Have you never, during a moment of serious re- 
flection, thought of these things? Has it never oc- 
curred to you, that your conduct in incurring ex- 
penses for the prodigal maintenance of priests, and 
the chimerical notion of converting the Heathen to 
a faith which is a constant subject of dispute among 
yourselves, is not aythorized by, nor commanded 
in, the Scriptures? Have you so far been swallow- 
ed up in these popular schemes, as to forget that 
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the Scriptures imperiously require the exercise of 
charity or love to the suffering sons and daughters 
of the human family, and that no act of superero- 
gation towards clergymen, can absolve you from 
this sacred duty? You must confess that enormous 
sums of money have been expended within ten 
years past, as clergymen have been pleased to dic- 
tate, and very little said of the cause of the widow, 
the fatherless, and the orphan! You know, that the 
poor of your own flesh have been despised and ne- 
glected, while proud imperious men have consumed 
large sums, received from the public purse, in lux- 
ury and extravagance. These things have not been 
done in a corner, but before your eyes, and sanc- 
tioned by you, 

Contrast the conduct and pretensions of modern 
priests, with the conduct and pretensions of Jesus 
Christ and his apostles; and you wil! find them la- 
mentably deficient in the indispensable qualifications 
necessary to constitute an honest priesthood. Con- 
trast their doctrine with that taught by Jesus Christ 
and his disciples, and you will discover the imposi- 
tions which have, thus far, been practised upon you 
with apparent impunity. 

We entreat you to pause in your mad career, and 
consider the things which belong to your peace. 
Remeinber, that faith is one thing, hope another, 
and religion another. Examine for yourselves, and 
you will discover, that religion, such as God ap- 
proves, is the consequence, and not the cause, of 
faith; and that hope necessarily proceeds from the 
possession of knowledge which produces faith. Re- 
ligion has nothing to do with those opinions, prin- 
ciples, and anathemas, which craze the heads, and 
harden the hearts of modern religionists. A man 
may pamper his minister, be constant in attendance 
at Church, and in the observance of the whole for- 
mula of what is called religious duties and ordinan- 
ces, expend much money in missiouary enterprizes, 
and much time in prayer and prayer meetings, and 
never do so much as one act of pure and undefiled 
religion the whole time. It is therefore evident, 
that pure and undefiled religion before modern 
priests, and pure and undefiled religion betore God, 
even the Father, are two things. In the one case, 
it is to subserve the interests and promote the ends 
of proud unfeeling men; and in the other it is to 
relieve the needy and helpless. Are not these 
things so? Can you excuse yourselves for the ne- 
glect of duties which God commands, and find an 
excuse for joining hand in hand with men whom 
Christ portrayed, when he pronounced the char- 
acter of the ancient Pharisees ? Remember, it is 
one thing to serve Calvin’s and Hopkins’s disciples, 
and to pamper them, and another to serve God, by 
imitating the meek and lowly Jesus, and adminis 
tering to the wants of the widow and fatherless. 

—lia 
SUICIDE PREVENTED. 
AN INTERESTING NARRATIVE. 
Translated from the Italian for the Salem Observer. 

Mr. ———— meeting unexpectedly one day his 
dear and intimate friend, with a distressed counte- 
nance, inquired of him, with much solicitude, What 
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could have occasioned it? The friend, at first re- 
fused to answer him, but at length, after much im- 
portunity, he said, that he was completely weary of 
his life, and that he had resolved at once to termi- 
nate his days. This friend, struck with surprise, 
after a short pause, reflecting upon the primary 
good disposition of human nature, and upon some 
other particular circumstances, demanded of him 
the directions for the funeral, requesting also that 
he would tell him how much money he had in his 
purse. He replied, that he was now richer both in 
gold and silver than he had ever been before. His 
philosophical friend then said, that such a sum of 
money would soon be useless to him, but that he 
knew some deserving persons to whom it would be 
a great relief, beseeching him that he would, as the 
Jast favour, immediately go with him and present to 
them the money with his own hands before he died. 
After much entreaty he consented, and they enter- 
ed a chamber, every part of which indicated misery 
and affliction. They beheld a man surrounded by 
a numerous family, all occupied in various labours; 
but it was too apparent, that their industry in vain 
exerted itself to repel their extreme misery. The 
money is distributed among them. Ob! who can 
give any adequate idea of the humble gratitude of 
these miserable people, who on their knees em- 
braced the garment and hand of their benefactor! 
or, Who can express the tender and unusual plea- 
sure that penetrates his heart! Behold them in one 
group! Instead of speaking they weep together. 
Embracing his friend, he, who a short time before 
had determined to destroy himself, cries, I will live, 
and every day by relieving the distressed, I will 
taste the luxury of doing good. 

Note—The above story shows the good influence 
of active benevolence on them who dispense and 
them who receive, and evidences the power of vir- 
tue in preventing the commission of suicide. Were 
such means generally adopted to cheer and strength- 
en the despondent, many lives might unquestion- 
ably be saved, much sorrow prevented, and those 
who suffer from poverty or weariness of existence, 
taught to render thanksgiving to God, and to serve 
him with faithfulness and joy. If any one havea 
friend or an acquaintance in the condition above- 
described, let him employ similar means of restora- 
tion, and we are sure, with the blessing of God on 
his benevolent efforts, the prayer of his soul will be 
answered. As it is the very nature of goodness to 
communicate felicity to the extent of its ability, 
and as in blessing it is blessed, nothing can be more 
grateful than the effectuation of good, or the pre- 
vention of evil, and in such a cause every soul that 
loves God, or has felt the strength and fervency of 
the Redeemer’s compassion, must be deeply en- 
gaged. Jeus spent his life in doing good, and re- 
signed his spirit with a prayer for his crucifiers. 
Go, and do thou likewise. Rel. Ing. 

Oe 
WASTE PAPER SOCIETY. 

The popular clergymen, with their partizans, 
have succeeded in raising the sum of § 20,000 to 
build a house for the reception of their favourites, 





and the storing of Tracts. The argument for the 
future necessarily giows out of circumstances, the 
most prominent of which will be the house that cost 
$20,000. After incurring this expense at the on- 
set, the Goats must be milked to keep up the farce, 
and support the folly which has been thus profuse- 
ly countenanced in the beginning. We do not en- 
tertain fears, as some do, that the Tracts will have 
an overbearing influence on the public mind, and 
jeopardize the good sense of the community. We 
believe the grand object which the prime movers 
have in view, is cash and popularity. If they, or 
pretence of saving souls, can wheedle the public of 
their cash, and, like the Pharisees of old, usurp the 
chiefest seats, be seen and praised of men, they will 
be graciously contented. The puerile stories, and 
foolish falsehood, which they circulate, might in 
the days of the puritans, when old women were 
hung for witches, be received as Holy Writ; but 
those days are gone by. The puerile will be taxed 
for waste paper, and the papermakers drive a brisk- 
er trade for a season. In addition to these tempo- 
ral blessings, a few timeserving, priestridden, cring- 
ing men will be provided for, and the titled parsons 
wax a little more proud and impertinent. 

There is a besom of destruction in store for the 
whimsical follies and puerilities of this generation. 
A generation will soon arise, on whose minds the 
light of Truth will shine with a burning effulgence, 
and consume the titled prerogatives of hypocritica! 
men. The march of religious light and freedom, 
and civil liberty, will be as majestic as a flood, and 
bury in undistinguished ruin, the tyrant and the 
Pharisee together. The citadel of Truth will then 
shelter and protect the fatherless and the widow, 
and the goods of God’s Providence, instead of be- 
ing wantonly prostituted to erect temples to human 
pride, and fatten impostors, will cheer the heart of 
suffering humanity. Strange as it may appear to 
some, we believe the very means which are now 
used in profusion to establish priestcraft, and chain 
the mind to superstition’s car, will, in the wonder- 
working hand of God, turn all their schemes topsy 
turvy, and usher in a better day. We would there 
fore view with the eye of calm philosophy, the 
struggling of antichrist, the miracles which are 
wrought to support the Babel of error, confident 
that an era is dawning upon mankind, when reason 
or truth, will be separated from tradition and false- 
hood, and the beast sink to rise no more. 

ipa 
PAUL’S INTERROGATION. 
“Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell 
you the truth? Gat. iv. 16. 

It is common for nations and individuals to mal- 
treat and abuse their enemies. The spirit of re- 
venge has existed to the shame of mankind, in 
every age, and poisoned the cup of human enjoy- 
ment. An enemy has been considered as a lawful 
mark to shoot at; and outlawed from all the privi- 
leges of social beings. Therefore, a supposed enemy 
is paid in his own kind ; that is, it is taken for grant- 
ed that he cherishes a spirit of determined hostility, 
and justice sanctions the doing of an evil, because 
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our enemy would do the same. It is, as has been 
observed, “the unprofitable contest of trying who 
will do the other the most harm.” Paul’s interro- 
gation must be considered in relation to the above 
position. It is a fair presumption that Paul had 
better evidence than conjecture to frame his ques- 
tion to. And it is reasonable to suppose that Paul 
anticipated an opposition such as an enemy encoun- 
ters, or he would not have used the term, 

Poor Paul was beset on every side. He must 
have verified, in his philosophical reflections, the 
truth of the saying, that “a bare escape is a prime 
felicity.” For the man who has been beaten, im- 
prisoned, stoned, and encountered various perils 
and untoward vicissitudes, will not smell storms in 
fair weather, and make a hedge about him unneces- 
sarily. Experience is as true as the needle to the 
pole ; and experience dictated Paul’s interrogation 
“Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell 
you the truth ?” 

The same elements are now associated in the 
composition of mortality, which constituted the 
stamina in the persecutors of Paul. Fashions, and 
customs, and habits may have varied with the trmes, 
but man is the same animal in all ages, and in all 
countries. The celebrated Franklin defined man 
to be a “tool-making animal.” Surely experience 


must warrant the saying that man is addicted to, 
and a lover of, mischief; and that his tools are 
made, many of them, for mischievous purposes. 
These considerations authorize the conclusion, that 
many men will consider the man their enemy who 
tells them the truth. A philosopher from another 


world, might be led, at first sight, to conjecture that 
truth has an unpleasant flavour, or that man is con- 
stituted with an almost unconquerable aversion to 
it. This is notahe case. It is because man is ig- 
norant of truth, and believes error to be more pro- 
fituble, that he chooses error as his good, rejects 
truih, and views the abettor of it as an enemy. If 
mankind were all to be simultaneously enlightened 
to behold truth as truth, and error as error, the term 
enemy would become obsolete. A few reflections 
will serve for an illustration of this subject. 

A passion for riches and honour, is the strongest 
and most ruling in the breast of a great majority of 
the world. Love of applause cheats the dupe to 
fame, and keeps him in the constant pursuit of the 
phantom ; or should he grasp it, his satiety is a cer- 
tain and merited punishment. So of riches, in the 
general acceptation of the term. The sacrifices 
which are made to obtain, and the care which is 
found necessary to retain them, continually engen- 
der disquiet, and torture the envied possessor. Good 
and evil must be real or imaginary. A supposed 
good is a cheat; and an imaginary evil, a bugbear 
to terrify a diseased mind, and fill, with unreal hor- 
ror, the mental chasm. The lunatic who fancies 
himself a king, is not more extravagant in conjec- 
ture, nor farther advanced in the road to disappoint- 
ment, than the proud prelate who estimates his dig- 
nity by the amount of his salary, and feels his im- 
portance according to the length of his diploma. 
Tell such an one, that his salary is only an evidence 





of the ignorance of his duped supporters, who pre- 
fer to fatten one priest, to feeding twenty orphans ; 
and that his diplomatic honours ate in a far greater 
ratio, an evidence of the vanity of his contempora- 
ries, than of his merit; and advise him to predicate 
his honours on his humanity, after the pattern of 
Christ, and to consider himself dignified by a con- 
tempt of what the giddy world call riches, and to 
place his affections on real good, which rust cannot 
corrupt, and he will regard you as an enemy ! 

Even the wretch who abdicates all his hopes, and 
treasures in his lacerated bosom and burning brain, 
the horrific dogmas which Devils have propagated, 
consigning him to endless wo, will struggle to com- 
bat against reason, and war a crue! warfare with any 
who will have the hardihood to undeceive him. 
Principles the most monstrous will find supporters. 
Doctrines absurd as falsehood will have advocates. 
The banner which floats its tattered fragments over 
some murderous or chaotic hypothesis, will be sur- 
rounded by myriads, while the ensign of Heaven is 
unnoticed or forsaken. 

There was a time when the first born of Heaven 
appeared as a teacher, and strove with the honey 
of persuasion, and the lightening of truth, to chase 
away the mists of error, and undeceive the multitude 
who were crazed with their illgotten opinions. He 
was pursued with all the rancour of human holiness, 
and persecuted by humble zealots. The tragedy of 
his sufferings was acted by priests, and a goodly 
number of their descendants in pretensions, and 
successors in piety, have continued the acting, by 
comedies and farces which reformers and councils 
have rehearsed. The theatre of action remains; 
while the scenery is varied to suit the prejudices, 
and gratify the pride of the spectators, who con- 
stantly sacrifice at the shrine of bigotry and folly, 
and cherish all the miseries which delusion can 
raise around them. Religion is made the grave oi 
hope. Despair or doubt is the criterion or test of 
confidence, and phrensy usurps the place of rest. 
Faith exists in speculations which unpeoples hea- 
ven; and charity crowds the portals of a fabled 
Hell. The climax is capped by outlawing truth, 
and receiving instead hypothetical delusions, and 
whatever is dictated by the crooked imaginations of 
perverse and foolish men. 

—~<p-— 
DIALOGUE 
Between a Universalist and his opponent, who 
believed in eternal punishment. 

Opponent. My friend, I have a desire to talk 
with you on the subject of your soul’s eternal wel- 
fare. You do not seem to be sensible of your great 
danger. You are under the wrath and curse of God, 
and liable to the pains of hell for ever. I have 
great and constant concern for you. 

Universalist. I thank you for your expression of 
solicitude. If 1 believed as you do, I should have 
as much concern for you, for I should see no fairer 
prospect of your salvation than my own. And I 
have often wondered that you never think, if your 
doctrine be trie, that you are in as great danget 
as others.. But you are perfectly unconcerned on 
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your own account even when you denounce the 
punishment of eternal misery of sinners, you are 
not in the least alarmed for yourself. 

O. It is true that I feel easy with respect to 

myself; but when I see thousands going headlong 
to eternal destruction, how can I hold my peace ? 
I trust that I have made my peace with God, and I 
will therefore, spend my future days in warning 
sinners to flee from the wrath to come. 

U. Tell me, if you please, who you suppose are 

liable to this dreadful punishment. 

O. Who? Why sinners, to be sure; those who 
do not love God, hypocrites and such like. Jesus 

said, “ Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! How can ye escape the damnation of hell ? 

U. Now it is strange you cannot see, that if such 
people are to be eternally miserable, those who be- 
tieve in the doctrine of eternal punishment are in 
just as much danger as others. As you have de- 
nounced such a punishment on the man who does 
such things, I will say to you, as Nathan said to 
David, “ Thou art the man.” 

O. What do you mean? 

U. I mean what I say; that if such men are to 
be eternally miserable, you are more than in dan- 
ger; you must suffer this punishment; and I will 
convince you of it. Are you not a sinner ? 

O. Why I—I hope, I wust— 

U. Now I do not wish you to equivocate, and 
therefore will not press you for an answer, but wiil 
proceed to show you that you are. You pray to God 
to forgive you your sins. Why should you do this, 
if you are not a sinner? And when you were ata 
conference meeting the other evening, you said 
that you was the most unworthy worm of the dust. 
Your soul rejoiced to think that God was so good to 
one so vile. If he had been strict to mark iniquity 
against you, your lot had been as Sodom and like 
unto Gomorrah. 

O. Yes; but, as I was going to say, I trust that 
I have repented. 

U. Iknow you do. But all this which I have 
mentioned has taken place since you repented. 
Now if you thought you was not a sinner, you told 
a most dreadful falsehood at the conference, besides 
being guilty of hypocrisy. And if, as you say, yuu 
had repented and learned your master’s will, you 
are more deserving of punishment than any other 
sinners: for he that knoweth his master’s will and 
doeth it not shall be beaten with many stripes. 

You mentioned some particular kind of sinners, 
those who do not love God, and hypocrites. You 
thought that the man who is guilty of these sins is 
in great danger of eternal wo. Now you do not 
love God. And I say unto you again, “ Thou art 
the man.” 

+. & @oe@ 22s e 

You need not stare at me so wildly, for it is a 
solemn fact; and I could make you acknowledge 
it, if you were a candid man. A man who loves 
God, will love to serve him. But you declared the 
other evening, and repeated it most emphatically, 
that if you believed there was no hell you would 


you would do. You said you would lie, swear, cheat, 
steal, get drunk, and that was not the worst: If you 
was sincere this shows us what you wish to do, 
And yet you profess to love God. Now you cer- 
tainly tell a falsehood about one thing or the other. 
For Jesus said, Ifa man love me he will keep my 
words; and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him.” 
(John xiv. 23.) Did the blessed Jesus ever tell men 
to lie, swear, cheat, steal, or get drunk ? Or do you 
suppose he would come and abide with you, in ly- 
ing, swearing, cheating, stealing, or getting drunk ? 
It is plain that you do not love God, if what you 
say be true. No wonder that you groan, my friend, 
I should if I were in your situation. But let us now 
look for hypocrites. You intimated that a man 
guilty of hypocrisy could not escape eternal punish- 
ment; and [ say unto you agaiu, “ Thou art the 
man.” If you will attend to me, I will show it to 
you. What first induced you to seek an interest in 
Christ ? 

O. I do not feel it my duty to talk with you. 
But I will answer that question because it brings to 
mind the time when I experienced religion. I was 
someliow made sensible of my dangerous situation 
by nature. I saw my sins like mountains before 
me, and hell gaping beneath. I shuddered. 

U. Very well. Will you please to go on with 
your experience ? 

O. O yes, I had a realizing sense of my own 
great wickedness. I saw that God would be just to 
cast me off for ever. What could Ido? I resigned 
myself to him, willing, like Paul, if it was for his 
glory, to be accursed from Christ, and cast away 
for ever. Soon a ray of light darted into my poor 
soul, and ever since, I would not have exchanged 
situations with any living creature. 

U. Now do you not see that you were a hypo- 
crite. You here tell us that you were in the most 
dreadful fear of hell, and then, in the next breath, 
that you were perfectly willing to be damned. How 
can a man be perfectly willing to suffer that which 
he is in dreadful fear of ? And this is not all your 
hypocrisy. Your apparent solemnity and disfigure- 
ment of face is hypocritical. If these things were 
real, if they had become a habit with you, you would 
have them all the time. But this is not the case. 
You use thein just as people do their best clothes ; 
put them on Sabbath morning, and take them off at 
night, not to resume them again until the next Sab- 
bath, unless there should be some service to attend 
during the week, in which case, on they go again. 
This is an old practice among the hypocrites: for 
as long ago as our Saviour’s time, they wore a sad 
countenance, and disfigured their faces to be seen 
of men. Your prayers also are evidences of your 
hypocrisy. I recently heard of a remarkable in- 
stance of this. At the dinner table, when you said 
grace, you thanked the Lord for setting before you 
so many rich blessings, all of which you said you 
were utterly unworthy of. You had not been seated 
more than a minute before you began to find fault 
about the way in which it was cooked, and then 





sin for ever. And you even particularized what 





very soon with the food itself, and you declared 
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that if you lived until the next day, you would have 
something better for dinner. Is not your religious 
service before meals rank hypocrisy ? I thought you 
was hypocritical on that evening I have before men- 
tioned, when you told of your utter unworthiness 
and great sinfulness. I did not believe you meant 
what you said. And I have now been furnished 
with a proof of it. For when I intimated a few 
minutes ago that you were a sinner, you could not 
conceive what I did mean by it. And yet this 
practice of crying yourself down is very common 
with you. So whenever I have heard you say, that 
you do not care about the things of this world, I 
have thought it an evidence of hypocrisy. Who is 
more greedy for property than you? Who more 
than you grind the face of the poor? 

I do not blame you for getting property in an 
honest way, nor for keeping it, but for telling such 
an abominable falsehood as you do, when you say 
you do not care any thing about it. I might pur- 
sue this subject to much greater length if it were 
necessary, but I forbear. 1 would advise you to be 
more careful in future how you threaten sinners 
with eternal punishment. Would to God that 
whenever you get very zealous in warning sinners 
to flee from eternal perdition, some Nathan might 
be near you to whisper, “Thou art the man.” And, 
my dear friend, | pray you to consider most serious- 
ly whether that worship can be acceptable to the 
searcher of hearts which bears the marks of such 
great insincerity. Dr, Watts has justly said,— 


‘“‘ Nothing but truth before his throne 
With honour can appear ; 

The painted hypocrites are known, 
Through the disguise they wear. 
Their lifted eyes salute the skies, 
Their bending knees the ground, 
But God abbors the sacrifice, 

Where not the heart is found.” 


Gos. Adv. 
—>>———_ 
MR. WHITFIELD’S CONFESSION. 

“TI came,” says he, “soon into the world, I have 
carried high sail, whilst running through a torrent 
of popularity and contempt; and by this means 
have been sometimes in danger of oversetting. I 
know that I am a man of like passions with others, 
and consequently may have mistaken nature for 
grace, imagination for revelation, and the fire of my 
own temper for the pure and sacred flame of holy 
zeal, which cometh from God’s altar. Alas! Alas! 
in how many things have I acted wrong! I have 
been too rash and hasty in giving characters both of 
places and persons. I have too often made impres- 
sions without the written word, my rule of action. 
Being fond of scriptural language, I have often used 
a style too apostolical ; and at the same time I have 
been too bitter in my zeal. Wild fire has been 
mixed with it, and I find I have frequently written 
and spoken in my own spirit, when I thought I was 


writing and speaking entirely with the assistance of 


the spirit of God,” Whitfield’s Works Vol. 4. 
How many distinguished preachers might honest- 
ly make such a humbling confession in review of 





their lives and doctrine, and in the full conviction 
that their every motive was open to the inspection 
of the great Judge and Rewarder. Taught by 
Whitfield’s rashness and repentance, each teacher 
should re-examine the motives of his conduct, the 
authenticity of his doctrine and its practical influ- 
ence on himself and his peopte, lest, in the close of 
his days, he might have bitter and unavailing sor- 
row for the course he had taken. Should you be 
faithful to yourself, and preach a doctrine that pu- 
rifies and warms your heart, you will be likely to 
profit others; but should your teaching inspire 
your soul with no additional horror of sin or love 
of virtue, though you might charm the ear and oc- 
casionally fill the eye with penitential tears, you 
will not advantage those you attempt to instruct, 
but have reason to lament your wasted days, per- 
verted talents and exquisite grief for unfaithfulness 
to God and man. Rel. Inq. 
—<p>-— 
“THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER.” 

“ 4 Card.—The subscriber gratefully acknow- 
ledges the receipt of Thirty Dollars, from the La- 
dies of his parish, to constitute him a member for 
life of the American Bible Society. For this act of 
Benevolence, may they receive that eternal recom- 
pense, which the Dispenser of all blessings can 
alone bestow.” EPAPHRAS GOODMAN. 

Torring ford, Jan. 30, 1825. 

The above article, sacrilegious as it is, appeared 
in the “ Connecticut Observer,” of Feb. 8; and it 
is really surprising that any man of sense and pru- 
dence would play such “ a Card,” in such a manner. 
Let us now ask our hearts, whether any thing short 
of stupid ignorance, or downright hypocrisy, could 
induce a preacher in this country, to pretend, that 
the “ eternal recompense” of infinite glory, could be 
purchased with “ thirty pieces of silver,” each worth 
six yankee shillings? Do but consider. If those 
* Ladies” receive their “ eternal recompense” for 
this one deed of kindness to their “ Goodman,” the 
minister, how are they to be recompensed for all 
their other benevolent deeds? Is this the only in- 
stance in which they have devoted their husbands’ 
property to similar purposes ? If not, how are they 
to be rewarded for other charitable donations ? Will 
they need more than one “ eternal recompense ?” 

Chris. Intel. 
—_<-— 
WILLINGNESS TO BE DAMNED. 

Mr. Editor—An article in the last Inquirer 
brought to mind the following anecdote, which is 
at your service : 

“A clergyman in Massachusetts, who had been 
the instrument of raising a stir in his vicinity, held 
that a willingness to be damned was a mark of con- 
version, and ground of hope through grace. A cer- 
tain young woman, who had been much alarmed, 
was in great distress for the want of this token. At 
length, however, she brought het tongue to confess, 
that if it were God’s will, she hoped that she was 
thus willing to suffer for his glory. A certain Deist 
was present at this interview, and requested to ask 
the young woman three questions with leave of 
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the auegyantts The questions were, Are you will- 
ing to be saved? Yes. Are you willing to be final- 
ly lost? Why, if it should be for God’s glory, 7 
hope Tam. Well, if you are willing to be lost, what 
occasions your distress? The clergyman was ata 
complete nonplus, and the young woman finally 
escaped from the snare of this fowler.” 

I vouch not for the truth of the above, nor am I 
sure of relating it verbatim. If it do not, however, 
carry weight of argument sufficient to put the 
senseless dogma of a willingness to be damned out 
of countenance, I am most egregiously deceived. 

Rel. Ing. 
—>—- 
A REVIVAL. 

In a late notice of a revival in Hillsdale, (N. Y.) 
it is said, “The Lord has been pleased to grant 
some mercy drops to his weary heritage in Hills- 
dale, during the past winter.” A certain prophet 
testifies, The Lord is good to all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works. As the same pro- 
phet declares that The Lord looked from heaven to 
find the righteous, and found them not, the people 
who were, by his account, the recipients of God's 
goodness, had no more claim on account of their 
own righteousness, than the moderns. We often 
observe the abundant mercies of our Lord are 
spoken of in this manner, and we have reason to 
regret the ingratitude which it displays. Among 
the fashions of this world, which are to pass away, 
this must be one, and the sooner it is discarded the 
better. Its continuance is a standing proof of gross 
ignorance, and of a narrow sectarian spirit. Ibid. 

—>—— 
REWARD OF HYPOCRISY. 

It is said that Constantius, the father of Con- 
stantine, finding, when he came to the throne, a 
considerable number of Christians in office, and at 
court, issued an edict, requiring them to renounce 
Christianity, or quit their place. The far greater 
part of them readily and resolutely gave up their 
employments and prospects, in order to preserve a 


good conscience ; but a few cringed, and renounced 


Christianity. When the emperor had thus made 
full proof of their disposition, he turned out every 
one who had complied, and took all the others in 
again, giving this as his reason for his conduct, that 
“those who would not be true to Christ would not 
be true to him.” Universalist. 


, Tn Aen, Sn al 


(G- We think proper to repeat our notice at the 
commencement of this volume, that all persons 
wishing to be called Reverend, shall be so far grati- 
fied as to be called Parson! 
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—~—. 
INSTALLATION. 
The Parson Sera Srerson is to be installed 
over the Universalist Society and Church in Salem, 
(Mass,) on the 19th inst. Rel. Ing. 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

Our brother Thompson has discontinued the 
“Rochester Magazine,” and commenced a new 
Publication, entitled “ THE UNIVERSALIST,” which 
is published at Utica, semi-monthly, at $1, 50 per 
annum, payable in advance. Associated with bro- 
ther Thompson, as editors, are Messrs. S. R. Smith, 
Pitt Morse, and George B. Lisher. The two latter 
having discontinued their papers, the “ Herald of 
Salvation,” printed at Watertown, and the “ Gos- 
pel Inquirer,” printed at Little Falls. 

A Paper has been commenced in Troy, and the 
first number issued, entitled “EVANGELICAL RES- 
TORATIONIST,” edited by Barzillai Streeter and 
Dolphus Skinner, and published semi-monthly, in 
a quarto form, at $1 per ann. if paid in advance, er 
$1, 25 paid in six months. 

—~— 
NOTICES. 

We are happy to inform our readers, that a young 
man, by the name of Jacos Moopy, of Monmouth, 
(Me.) has signified to us his wtentions to obtain a 
regular dismission from the Methodist connexion, 
in which he has obtained a license to exhort and 
expound the scriptures, and to improve his gift in 
promulgating the Universal Grace and Salvation of 
the gospel according to his most sincere belief. We 
are furthermore happy to state that his moral char- 
acter is properly recommended. U. Mag. 

—~—— 

We are happy to state that Br. Carvin Garp- 
neER, of Hingham, has received and accepted an 
invitation from the Universalist Society in Charles- 
town, (Mass.) to become their pastor. Ibid. 

—@~— 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 

The Southern Association of Universalists, is to 
meet at South Wilbraham, (Mass.) on the First 
Wednesday of June next, instead of the 2d Wed- 
nesday, as formerly. It will be in session two days. 

Rel. Ing. 
—>—- 

We are happy to give notice that a Universalist 
Meeting House is building in the town of Haver- 
hill, (Mass.) Ibid. 

—>_—_ 
NEW MEETING-HOUSE. 

The Universalists in the town of Turner, (Me.) 
are building a Meeting-House, on the plan of the 
Universalist Meeting-House in Portland. Ibid. 

—>—— 


FOR SALE 
At this Office, price One Shilling, The Non-personality, 
origin and end, of that OLD SERP ENT, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world. A Discourse 
delivered, Sabbath evening, March 13, 1825, in the Chruch 
in Prince-street, by Henry Fitz 
 ——- 
iP The Conditions of this Paper ar 
ONE DOLLAR PAID IN "ADVANCE. 
Persons living in distant towns, if they will appoint an agent, 
by forwarding $5, he can receive 6 papers; and in the 
same ratio for a greater number. 
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